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The Powell County Planning Board met in a regular session on
Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 1 PM.

Members Present:

Members Absent:

Staff:

Public:

John lleck, Iìarl Hall, Rick Hirsch, John Hollenback,
Tracl' Ivfanlel', I(enneth ltfartin, lìand1' I\,Iannix, & Bruce I'homas

Bill Pierce

Brian Bender, & Lervis Smith

Nfike Stcnberg

President Manlev called the meetins to order at 1:04 PM.

Aeenda Item #1. - Attendance
E,ight lr{embers being present e stablished a quorum.

Asenda ltem #2 - Aooroval of Asenda
Planning Director llender announced of the need to add one item to the agenda as óc.

Aecada Item #3 - ApÞroval of Minutes
Nfember Hollenback moved, rvith lr{ember lVlannix seconding, to âppro\¡e the July 10'r'
lrfinutes as prescnted. -l'he Roard approved the motion through a \¡ote of eight to zero.

AecndLltem #4 - Continued or Tabled Business
a. None

Asenda Item #5 - Public Hearings

^. Rock Creek Cattle Company CUP for a 160-foot high Cell Torver
President N{anlel' opened the public hearing and asked if an1' Board member has a

conflict of interest rvith the request.



Planning Director Bender summarized the request and noted staff recommends
approval with seven conditions.

Mike Stenberg of Hyalite Engineers provided project details.

Meml¡er Mannix asked if the tower will be lighted.

N{ike Stenberg responded by saying no since the torver is less than 200 feet in height,
there are no FA,Ä. requirements.

Member Mannix asked who the builder is.

Mike Stenberg noted Dick Anderson is the contractor who intends to stârt the project
next spring.

Vice President Hirsch asked who will orvn the tower.

Mike Stenberg confirmed Rock Creek Cattle Company rvill own the torver.

County Attorney Smith asked if a Phosphate resident will have cellphone co\¡erage
through this tower.

Mike Stenberg does not think so because of the topography between Phosphate and the
proposed tower.

The Planning Board generally discussed how the proposed tower may improve
cellphone coverage lor adjacent areâs.

Member Hall asked of the emergency radio coverage.

Mike Stenberg explained there is coverage at Rock Creek Lake.

President Manley closed the public hearing.

Member Thomas mo\red, with Member Hall seconding, to approve âs recommended by
staff the request b)' Rock Creek Cattle Company to install a 160-foot, high cellular
communications tower. The motion also contained the seven conditions listed in the
August 28'h Staff Report. The Board approved the motion through a vote of eight to
zeto.

Mike Stenberg took the opportunit)¡ to provide the Planning Board with a status of
Rock Creek. He noted several development projects including 

^ 
c^tt storage building

and cabins. He also noted the Lake Cabin is seeing lots of use among the members.

Member Mannix asked how many homes / cabins exist.

Mike Stenberg responded there are approximately 42 residences.



enda ltem #6 - Non-public Hear
llcsidential Densitics in l)istrict #3
'l'he Planning Iloard discusse d the mcrits of 160-acre minimum lot size in Zoning
District #3. 1'hc Iloatd agrced it is time to recvaluare the provision sincc devclómcnt
pressures are differcnt compared to te n )¡ears ago.

The Planning lloard dccided there is a need to expand Community Zoning Districrs to
providc moÍe land for potential growth around thc rorvns

Nlembcr Beck askcd if thc countl' commissioners ha'c an], interest to promotc
dcvelopmenr in District #5.

countl' Åttornel' Srnith explained Porvell county applies onl1, mi'imum resourccs
torvard economic dcvclopment.

l\fembcr l\{annix notcd the Illackfoot Challenge ârrempts ro promote economic
development through their programs.

Thc Planning Iloatd wânts to schedule public forums in the towns to collect colnfirents
on possible Ordinance revisions. 'I'he Board expressed there is value to thesc listening
scssions as the Board can explain Ordinance provisions to thc public.

b. Permitting inquiry for lìacetrack Communitl, District
Planning Dire ctor Ilender explained a propert)' owner wanrs ro operâte a retail srofe
from a structute that once contained the Log Cabin Bar. He continued by noting thc
Ordinance tequires the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit for any ne1y non-
commercial usc in tl-re Community l)istricts.

Planning Director lJender describcd horv last November, rhe Board agrced if a
commetcial use occupies an existing structure and is comparable in siale and intensitt,
to a prcvious use, a Conditional Use Permit is not neccssar),. 'I'he Board also
acknorvledged there is a need to treât unique situations on â case-by-case basis.

\/ice President Hirsch questioned rvhat State rules rvould influence the business.

The Board discussed the historl' of the properr)/.

The Board wânts to have the orvner prepare â proposal for the site and submit it for
thcir consideration. Thc proposal should also include if the occupânc), rvould require
anf improvements to the structure.

c. Permitting inquirl' for Zonjne District #5
Planning Director Bender noted this is another inquirl, to see if an applicant needs ro
submit a Conditional Use Permit to operatc a profèssional office..rith-potcntial ourdoor
storage of vehicles in Zoning District #5.

Ihe Planning Board after considering the provided infotmation decidcd a Conditional
Use Pcrmit is necessarl'. 

.l



b.

Asenda Item #7 - Plannins Board Comments
The Planning Board realizing Deer Lodge is updating their Growth Policy would like the
opportunity to discuss planning themes for District #5 (the Donut) with City officials.
The Board instructed Mr. Bender to send a letter to the City officials asking for a meeting
with either the City's Planning Board or thei¡ consultant.

Asenda Item #8 - Staff Comments
a. County Attorney

Countl' .Àttorney Smith informed the Planning Board the County Commissioners asked
him to prepâre ân agreement to allow Mr. Bender to function as Deer Lodge's
Floodplain A.dminis trator.

Planning Director
Planning Director Bender informed the Planning Board of the recent decision by David
Corcotan to resign as Environmental/GIS Technician. Ricki Bauer accepted the
position as GIS Analyst and will start on September 18'h.

Planning Director Bender noted there is interest to install cellular communications
tower to the west of Ovando. He continued by describing the conversâtion with the
âgent and how the Planning Board will require evidence demonstrating thete is a

service provider committed to the project.

Other
None.

Agenda Item #9 - Public Comments
None.

Asenda Item #10 - Announcement of the Octobet 9'h meetins
President Manley announced the next meeting is set for October 9'h at 1 PM.

the meeting. The
Asenda Item #ll - Adioutn
Member Hollenback moved, rvith Member Thomas seconding, to adjourn
Board apptoved the motion through â vote eight to zeto.

President Manley declared the meeting adjourned at 3.26 PM,

Respectfully Submitted,
Brian P. Bender, AICP CEP, CFM
Powell County Planning Director

iõk-Flirsc


